
Image guidelines for CBPs 
 
 

Creating a good CBP thumbnail 
 
 
It is critical to have a good thumbnail image for your CBPs. Choose a high-quality, visually-
compelling image that will help your course stand out. This image will be the thumbnail that 
appears in Learning hub, home page, search results in Karmayogi portal. Remember, it’s likely 
that learners will judge your “CBP” by its cover so be sure to give your cover image some 
thought. 
 

How to create a good CBP thumbnail 
Below mentioned are some points to consider while you are choosing or designing a CBP 
thumbnail 
 

Image specifications 
Recommended size in pixels 1280x720 (16:9 aspect ratio) 
The image must be minimum 640px wide. 
 
Make sure the content lives inside the safe area for maximum visibility 
 
 



 
 
 
File formats supported are .jpg, .jpeg, .gif, or .png. 
We recommend you create the image using the RGB colour model as opposed to the CMYK 
colour model. 
 
Thumbnail as appears in different type of cards 

 

Use of photography 



Use only good quality photographs. Avoid very common stock images. Only use stock images 
that feel natural and are high quality. 
 
The photograph, artwork, or other image(s) cover must be designated for commercial use. 
 
Do not take random images from Google search. 
If you are using images from such sites, make sure to mention the CC license in the course 
settings. 
 

Use of illustrations 
Use abstract graphics with less elements. Avoid cartoony illustrations. 

 
Try to convey one major idea using the graphics. Use only necessary elements to convey the 
idea. 
 

 
 



Use of text 
Do not include textual information or the name of the course within the image. You may use text 
in an iconic way such as a logo or product name related to the course. 
 
Make sure the text sits in the centre with sufficient margins to each side. Use simple Sans serif 
fonts (Lato, Montserrat). 
 
Recommended to avoid overlaying text on images. Better to place text on a solid background. 
 
Avoid placing text or important information too close to the edges or in the upper left corner 
 

 
 

Other aspects 
Colour and contrast 
Use colours that compliment one another and work well together. Opposite colours (red and 
green for example) can clash and cause visual vibration. Make sure there is enough contrast 
between the subject and background to ensure legibility. 
 
Custom branding and the use of logos 
Avoid showing your logo on the CBP thumbnail. We will display your logo as a chip on top of 
every card. 
 
Consistency 
Be consistent with your style. People will start associating thumbnails to your course if you are 
consistent. 
The same image cannot be used for more than one course. 
 



Resources 
You can use professional free photos from websites like 

● Unsplash 
● Pexels 
● Pixabay 

 
You can use free graphics from sites like 

● Freepik 
● Flaticon 
● Canva 

 
If you are using images from such sites, make sure to mention the CC license in the course 
settings. 
 
 
 

 
 

How to create a good CBP thumbnail 
 

Aspect Conditions More To note Other 

Image 
specification
s 

Recommended 1280x720 
Minimum 640 px wide 

Aspect ratio 
16:9 
Will be cut 
1:1 for mobile 

1:1 is the 
safe area 
 
Show 
different 
cards 

.jpg, .jpeg, 

.gif, .bmp, or 

.png 
 
RGB color 
model 



Use of 
photography 

Good quality photographs Avoid very 
common 
stock 
images. Only 
use stock 
images that 
feel natural 
and are high 
quality. 

Use 
professional 
free photos 
from 
Unsplash 
Pexels 
Pixabay 
 
If you are 
using 
images from 
such sites, 
make sure 
to specify 
CC license 
in the 
course 
settings 

The 
photograph, 
artwork, or 
other 
image(s) in 
your class 
cover must 
be 
designated 
for 
commercial 
use. 
 
Do not pull 
random 
images from 
Google. 

Graphics Abstract graphics Avoid 
cartoony 
graphics 
Use less 
elements 

Use free 
graphics 
sites like 
Freepik, 
Flaticon or 
tools like 
Canva 
 
If you are 
using 
images from 
such sites, 
make sure 
to specify 
CC license 
in the 
course 
settings 

 



Use of text Do not include textual 
information or the name of the 
course within the image. You 
may use text in an iconic way 
such as a logo or product name 
related to the course. 
 
Make sure the text sits in the 
centre with sufficient margins to 
each side. Use simple Sans 
serif fonts (Lato, Montserrat) 

Recommend
ed to avoid 
overlaying 
text on 
images. 
 
Better to 
place text on 
a solid 
background 

Text content 
should not 
be too 
large. 
Preferably 
one word or 
a few 
words. 

Avoid placing 
text or 
important 
information 
too close to 
the edges or 
in the upper 
left corner 

Consistency Be consistent with your style People will 
start 
associating 
thumbnails to 
your course if 
you are 
consistent 

The same 
image 
cannot be 
used for 
more than 
one course. 

 

Colour and 
contrast 

Use colors that compliment one 
another and work well together. 
Opposite colors (red and green 
for example) can clash and 
cause visual vibration. Make 
sure there is enough contrast 
between the subject and 
background to ensure legibility. 

   

Simplicity Try to convey one major idea 
using the graphics. Use only 
necessary elements to convey 
the idea 

   

Custom 
Branding 
and the Use 
of Logos 

Avoid showing your logo on the 
CBP thumbnail 

We will 
display your 
logo as a 
chip on top of 
every card 

  

 



 

Why do you need a good CBP thumbnail? 
It is critical to have a good thumbnail image for your CBPs. Choose a high-quality, visually-
compelling image that will help your course stand out. This image will be the thumbnail that 
appears in Learning hub, home page, search results in Karmayogi portal. Remember, it’s likely 
that learners will judge your “CBP” by its cover so be sure to give your cover image some 
thought. 
 
 


